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oU have this Day, in che Pres 
fence of Go p, ànd this 2 
Aſſembly deroted yourſe * to n= 
the Service of CG HRRIST Jt vx 
sus in his Sanctuary. Tou 9 
have been ſolemnly nyeſted 
with the Miniſterial Office. Your Capacity 
for the - ſacred Function hach been try e 
by ſenior Miniſters, by ſuch as are compe- z 
tent Judges in that Affair; and you have 
been 14c Apart by Faſting and Prayer, with 
he I. ſung: n of the Hands of the Presby- 
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tery. Not that you have receiv'd your 
Commillion. from us, but from the Pringe 
bf. Peace, che King of Sion Tis the Kings 
Charter that gives the Mayor of a Cor» | 
poration his Authority to act, tho”: the 


Freemen chuſe him, and the Recorder 
ſwears him. However, this Buſineſs of Or- | 
dination is not to be look'd upon as an 99 
inſignificant and uſeleſs Ceremony, It de- | 
rives its original from the Hol GrosrT, 
Adds xlii, who commanded Paul and Barnabas to be 
2, ſeparated to the Work of tbe Miniſtry. And 
this ſolemn Rite hath been obſerved in all | 
the ſucceſſive Ages of the Church, from | 
the beginning of Chriſtianity, to this very 4 
oy Nor is it mofe than is abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to guard the ſacred office agginſt | 
the Attempts of ignorant and raſlf Inten- 8 
ders. Tis not for every over zealous Uzzah 
to thruſt forth a haſty hand to the Ark of 
God, tho' tottering and ſhaking, And 
King Uxziab got nothing but a leprous 
Forehead when he exchang'd the -rpyal . 
Sceptre for 3 Cenſor. TwWas Avon's a 
Rod alone that bloſſom d and boreAlmonds ; 3 
and they have the beſt Reaſon to hope 8 
that they ſhall ſee the Fruit of their endea- | 
vours who are call'd to the holy Function | 
as Aaron was, That part of this Day's : 
work which is devolved upon me, is to b 
ſtir up your pure mind by way of re- [ 
membrance ; and to preſent you with a 
thortScheme or Abſtract of the Work that | 
lies before you, and of the Duties that are 
incumbent on you. And I hope I can ſay 
for myſelf and my Brethren here preſent, 
That we deteſt the Hypocriſy of the mo 
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And Zharifeet, who laid heavy 
others, which they would not themſe ves 
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requiſite for Sight. And we ſhall fin 


(3) 


Burdens u 


70 5 with one of their . . 
Tus Character by which the hol y.Sorip: 
Ara. deſcribe a Goſpel Miniſter, * that 


of an. Overſeer 


tion of my enſuing Diſcourſe unto you. 
And ſince all Owver/ecing neceſſarily preſup- 


_ poſes, Seeing, I ſhall comprehend what I have 
#0 offer under theſe two Heads. 


* n conſider what Things are 
nene Sight. And, 


ih, Wer you mould ſee or look t to. 
* 1 Ant to conſider whay Things ar 


x 
. - 


— 
n order to foe; there muſt be 1. A duly 
851 ty'd Organ, or Eye to ſee with. 


ere muſt be Light to ſee by. And 
973 A roper Scituation and due Diſtance 

of the Object to be ſeen. | 
1. In order to ſee, there muſt be a dul 
ualify'd Organ, or well-diſpoſed Eye. 
there be an Obſtruction in the optic 
Nerves ; if the Coats or Humours of the 
Eye be 'broken ; ; if any remarkable Diſor- 
der be found in thoſe Parts which com- 
poſe that curious, that wonderful Machine 


the Eye of Man, there can be no ſuch 


Thing as Sight. Thus alſo in ſpiritual 
Concerns, an Overſeer muſt be duly qua- 


Aify'd for the Diſchar Ti of that important 


Truſt that is repoſed in him. He who 


2 Title very emphati- ags 
2 and ex 8 ve of his duty. F Give me as. 1 
leave woe ore to make this the Founda- 
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Guide to others, leſt chey all fal inte the 
Miniſter muſt be or 


Ditch, A Go N 
1 Tim. chat is apr to reach; ;"firved © and acitated 


Vi. 2. for: the Inſtruction of others 
Bl Per. able 10 ebert, and convince” Goa 0 
Z He muſt not be a4 Novice, i one new 
2 Tr. i 1. + rin Conners Vineyard; as the Greek 
9. d properhy ſignifies; not ee 
d and cftablaſh's in the Doctines of 
the Goſpel. 
near- ſighted, ver- valuer of himfelf} or 
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Deſpiſer of others: Nor ſhould his intel- 


Jectnal Eye be darken'd by che Fumes and 
Vapours of ſenſual: Lufts. Ir order to be 
duly qualifyd for the ſacred Cn. a com- 


nt Portion of human Learnin if it 


de not abſolutely neceſſary, is yet uighly 
-expedient and ver xuſeful. 2 ld ſpend 
ſome Time at the Feet of Gamaliel, before 


we: fit down in the Chair of St. Pen. 


The Apoſtles, Tis true, when firſt choſen 
by our Sa vrovs, were moſt of them a 
Company of mean, illiterate Mechanicks: 
They were not Philofophers ef Athens 
but Fifher-men of Galilee: * To trim their 
Boats, and mend their Nets ; to bait their 
Hooks, and manag 
were perhaps all the Arts and Sciences that 
they were Maſters of: But then they ex- 
perienced'a mixaculous Effuſion of the Ho- 
LV SPIRIT, and were in an cxtraordi: 

manner aſſiſted by Him. And this was 
more than ſufficiene' to ſupply the Defects 
of their Education. And when we ſee o- 
chers produce the ſame Credentials the 
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A Bix Es in che, Engliſb 
. unlearned 6 m = 
ructed in A 8 18. 21 gely neceſſary 1 
be believ'd or pradtic” (by. bi * 32 gad | 
made wiſe unto Salyation. But ſhould a 
niſter. Fan an utter 2 to the Fon 
ginal Lang Wat how will he be able to 
manage * 2, ſubtle Jeſuit,” or fly, Des 
ceiyef? Such an one as. 725 inſtead of con- 
futing an 1 1 will be himſelf con- 
founded by we and $A his own. Mouth 
ſtopp'd inſtead of that of a Gainſayer. And 
as tar as N my Advice. be. thought wor- 
thy of 1805 Regard, I would, recommen 
to you he. Study of Ch urch-Hiſtory, an 
an acquaintance with, Fecleßaftical Anti- 
| Our Adverſaries, on all Sides, pre- 
e iv 
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ace in us to fir "oh! 1 
Enemy's Sword, and to be 
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A fecond Thing re quir d in cer ba 


arpeſt and moſt Penker 717 


the. OIL 
Idi be uſeleſs and im ignificant 


| This 
enables us to 8 Bo Obj 7 - Aro 


nother. Without this we ſhould fi bd t "know 
* here to go, or What to do; # of Gould 
in Danger of timbling over” Ro, 22 122 
ecipices to Hur utter Matte pow 
Light” 'by which x” {7 iritual re r 
de Himſelf = 5 ers, is, the Work = 
95. Thy Mor. 4 4 Lamp 10 77 "Feet, and. 
#L 25375 2 Pzrh, Tay che Fa ＋ By this 
yon may may diftini guith ruth flo 2 7 and 
tue from Vie: Doctrine "Bold be 


embraced by 8, Or recommended unto 


others, before it it h been we hed in the 
Balance of the Sanctuary. is the 
Compaſs by which” you are to ſteer 3 our 


Cqurſe in the midſt of à tempeſtous, ſtor- 


my World: Neglect this Rule, you. will be 
like” Children toſßd to and fro by every 
Wind of Poctrine, and in the End make 
Shipwreck of Faith and a good Conſcience. 
Gop's Word is your Light, but you, ſhould 
alſo beg the Illumination of his Seiklr. 
And if you have him for your Guide, you 
will not miſtake the Way that leads to Hap- 
pineſs and * 

3. ANOTHER hing neceſſary for Sight 
is the due Scituation And proper Piſtance 
of the Object. That the Object may be 
düſtinctiy views” and ſeen , it muff be 

plac'd 
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Rule ſhould he obſerved by ſuch as are 
Overſeers in Chriſt's Church. A Mini- 
ſter may be guilty of a very great Fault in 
this Reſpect, either thro' Pride on the one 
Hand, or Cowardiſe on the other. Thro 


Pride; when he keeps himſelf at an affect- 


ed Diſtance from his Interiors, when he 
is too great and haughty to be approach'd, 
or' converſed with by the Poor of his 
Flock: When he is ſo converſant in the 
Parlours and Dining-rooms of the Rich, 
that he diſdains to put his Feet over the 
Threſhold of a mean and ſmoaky Cottage. 
Or he may be guilty thro' Cowardiſe, when 
he dares not come cloſe enough to a great 
Offender, and tell him of his Faults. When 
he is afraid to diſguſt a Patron, to diſo- 
blige a Benefactor, or deliver an ungrate- 
ful Meſſage to one on whom he has ſome 
ſecular Dependance. 3 | 


On the other Hand, a faithful Miniſter 


ſhould acquaint himſelf as much as poſſible, 


with the Condition of his People. No 


wife Phyſician- will pretend to preſcribe 


a Medicme, before he knows ſomething 


of the Temper and Conſtitution of his Pa- 


tient. The Symptoms and Effects of the 


Diſeaſe he labours under. No wiſe Coun- 
ſellor will be poſitive in his Opinion, before 
he is acquainted with the State and Cir- 
cumſtances of the Caſe that lies before 
him. Tis a great Miſtake to ſuppoſe that 
a Miniſter's Work lies wholly in the Pul- 
pit. The famous Doctor of the Gentiles, 
St. Faul, had other Apprehenſions of the 
7 B Mäaatter, 
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Matter, when he told the Epheſian Elders, 
Acts xx. That he had taught them publickly, and from 


20. 


"Houſe to Houſe, I make no queſtion, but you 
will readily acknowledge that ſuch an il- 
luſtrious L 

and Imitation. 


xample deſerves your- Regard 
As the Object to be ſeen muſt not be 
placed at too great a Diſtance, ſo net- 
ther muſt it beonghe too near: Relation, 
Friendſhip, Intereſt, 


Notice of thoſe Faults in one of your Peo- 
ple, which perhaps are viſible and conſpi- 
cuous to all the World beſide. 


II. HAvING conſider'd what Things 
are requiſite to Sight: I am next to en- 
quire, What it is you ſhould ſee or look 
to. And here you ſhould ſee (1.) to your 


Self. (2.) To your People. (3.) To your 
Management, as it relates to your Bre- 


thren in the Miniſtr 77. 

1. Look to yourſelf in theſe Inſtances. 
See to your Doctrine: Take heed to thyſelf and 
to thy Doctrine, ſays St. Paul to his Son Timothy. 
Let the revealed Will of Go p be the Foun- 
dation on which 'tis built. An Ambaſſa- 
dor, when employ'd by an earthly, Poten- 
tate, muſt follow the Inſtructions that are 
given him, with the greateſt Punctuality 
and Exactneſs: He forteits his Head if he 
exceeds the Limits of his Commiſſion; or 


concludes a League for which he is not 


ſufficientiy authoriz'd. Your Office is that 
of an Amballador, you are ſent forth by 
the Prince of Peace to tranſact with ſin- 
tul and apoſtate Men, an Affair of the 

greateſt 


> ate nor any other Con- 
ſideration ſhould hinder you from taking 


r err REINER 
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reateſt Importance. Peace and Reconci- 
. muſt be offer'd to em upon no other 
Terms than ſuch as are contain'd in the 

reat Charter of Chriſtianity, your BIBLE. 
You are. not allow'd to Coin new Sins, 
new Dodrines, or new Duties. Nor 
ſhould you ſuffer any of thoſe counterteit 
Pieces to paſs thro' your Hands, which 
have not Cæſar's Image and Superſcription 
ſtamp'd upon them, Chriſtianity never 
ſuffer'd more than when the Subrleties of 
Scorus and Aquinas were {tudy'd more than 
the Writings of the Apoſtles ; and when 
the Simplicity of the Goſpel was confound- 
ed by the Diſputes and Sophiſtry of the 
Schools. Then it was that Idolatry and 
Superſtition broke in like a mighty Tor- 
rent upon this Meſtern World, and carry'd 


all betore em. This pav'd a Way for Pa- 


pal 5 and Grandeur to raiſe itſelf 
upon the Ruins of Truth, Charity, and 
Devotion. Tis to the Law therefore and 
Teſtimony that you, upon all Occaſions, 
ſhould have Recourle. 

2, As you ſhould ſee. to your Doctrine, 
ſo alſo to your Lite and Converſation. In 
vain is wholſom Doctrine founding in 
2 Peoples Ears, if a diſſolute and lewd 
Example be at the ſame Time ſet before 
their Eyes. We can't with any tolerable 
Grace declaim againſt thoſe Vices in o- 
thers which are practis'd by ., ourſelves. 
The Snuffers of the Sanctuary were to be 
of pure Gold : Intimating thereby, that 
wy, whoſe Buſineſs it was to reprove 
and cenſure Others, ſhould be themſelves 
of the moſt refined Morals, What was 

5 — 2 | once 


"en 


. 
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once ſaid of Cæſar's Wife, that ſhe muſt not 


only be free from any real Crime, but even 
from the Suſpicion of one, ſhould, if pofli- 
ble, be apply d to every Gofpel Miniſter. He 
ſhould have 2 good Report | of them that are 


without. That is, without the Pale of the 


Chriſtian Church. Diſtinguiſn yourſelf 
theretore from others by thoſe Heroick 
Virtues which the Generality of Men are 


Strangers to; let your Converſation thine 


with ſo vigorous a Luſtre, as to dazzle the 
Eyes, and ftop the Mouths of all Gainſay- 
ers. By an undiſſembled Piety, by an ex- 
tenſive Bounty, by an inoffenſive and obli- 


fins Carriage, you ſhould commend Re- 


gion to the Choice and Approbation of 
all thoſe with whom you do converſe. Go- 


ſpel Miniſters are compar'd to Stars, ſig- 


nifying to us by that Metaphor, that their 
Motions ſhould be regular and conſtant. 


Thoſe bright and ſhining Luminaries per- 


form their appointed Revolutions, without 


ever deviating from the great Law of their 


Creation. Remember then, that by Virtue 
of your Office, you are reſembled to a Star; 
not to a wandering Nanet, whoſe Motions 
are ſometimes backward and ſometimes for- 
ward ; not to an nis fatuns, Or earthy Ex- 


| halation, a vagabond, wandring Light, that 


miſleads unwary Travellers into Bogs of Er- 
ror and Deluſion; not to a Meteor or blazing 
Comet, which, after it has been gaz'd upon 
little while diſappears, and fills the Air per- 
haps with noiſome Vapours: But to a ien 
Star in the Firmament of CxxrsT's Church. 


Move as vigorouſly as you pleaſe ; but let 
it be in your own Sphere, and with a con- 


ſtant, 
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ſtant Regularity. Do. nothing that may 
ſtain your Character, diſgrace your Fun- 
ction, or ago! an unbelieving World to 
fancy, that all Religion is but a Cheat. 
Nothing that may grieve the Hearts of the 
Pious, or open the Mouths of the Profane. 
You fhould teach others by your Example, 2 
as well as by your Doctrine. Particularly, 9 
you ſhould be 7 oo 
I. Or Humility. Your Great MASTER 
was the moſt illuſtrious Inftance of Humi- 
lity and Condeſcenſion that the World 
ever faw ; and you cannot more effectually 
recommend yourſelf to his Eſteem and 
Favour, than by an Imitation of him in 
this Reſpect. Learn of me, ſays He, for I Mat. xi. 
am meek and lowly. A meek and quiet Spi- 29. 
Tit, is an Ornament of great Frice in any Per- 
ſon; but it ſhould ſhine with a peculiar 
Luftre in ſuch as miniſter in holy Things. 


5 *Tis a jewel indeed that does not ſparkle 
- In every Boſom ; but its Rarity enhances 
its Value, Look not upon your real, or 
. ſuppoſed Excellencies thro? a Magnifying- 
j _ Glaſs, that reprefents them more conſide- 
8 rable than in Truth they are, I own in- 
deed, you are oblig'd to magnify your Office, 
- FF and preſerve thr Houour of your Function. 

But how mult this be done? Not by a ſtate- 
> ly Gate, an haughty or imperious Carriage, 


2 or keeping an affected Diſtance from your 
7 Inferiors. Such a Method, inſtead of pro- : 
- curing you Reſpect, will but expoſe you 
d to Contempt and Hatred. Whilft a mo- 
|! deſt, condeſcending Carriage will endear 


t you to Mens Affections, recommend, you f 
— to their Eſteem, and add a Weight to every | 
2 I NR 
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Thing you ſhall offer in your Great Ma- 
STER s Name. In his Eye, (who is doubt- 
leſs the beſt Judge of Men and Things) 
you never make a finer Appearance than 
when you are clothed with Humility. 

2. Y ov ſhould be a Pattern of Pati- 
ence under Injuries and Afflictions. Be 
you wiſe as Serpents. and harmleſs as Doves, 
ſays our SAVIOUR to his Apoſtles, A 
Dove is a very inoffenſive Bird; it is not 

arm'd with a ſharp Beak, or greedy Ta- 

lons; nor is it fed with the lood and 

Gore of its Feather'd Companions. On 

this Account *tis made the Emblem of a 

Goſpel Miniſter ; Such an one ſhould be 

injurious to none; but courteous and 0- 

bliging unto all. An implacable, bitter 

Temper, is unbecoming a Chriſtian, and 

much more a Miniſter. We ſhould leave . 

Vengeance to that Gop, to whom Ven- 
geance belongs, and not attempt to take 

the Sword out of his Hand, or to be 

the Executioners, of his Juſtice, without 
his Leave and Permiſſion. We ſhould 
imitate our Great Lox D, who when be 2as 
reviled, reviled not again. How indeed, can 
we expect that He ſhould forgive us our 

Ten thouſand Talents, if we take our 

Fellow- Servant by the Throat for his 

One hundeed Pence? 5 | 

Ax p as you ſhould be remarkable for th 
your Patience under Injuries from Men, of 
ſo alſo for Patience under the afflicting uſe 

Hand of Go D. No croſs Winds ſhould to 

ever blow you up into a Mutiny againft me 

your MAKER- The Burden He lays up- oth 
on you may wring Tears from your Eyes, Ar 
| : N ut 


F 


1 
but it ſhould not be able to extort one 
pecviſh or diſcontented Word out of your 
Mouth. TH += > 7 np Fs | 
3. Yow ſhould be an Example of living 
above the World. Your Views and Expe- 
ations ſhould be rais'd above this dirty 
Element on which we tread. You ſhould 
be able to ſay to your People in the 
Language of the great Apoſtie, I ſeek: not Cor. xii. 
yours, but you. Your Office beſpeaks you 14. 
to be a Fiſher of Men, and not of Fame 
or Silver. Nor ſhould St. Peter's Net be 
exchang'd for Fudas's Bag. Your Buſineſs 
is to fill Go p's Houſe with Converts, and 
not your own Coffers with uncertain 
Treaſures. Difdain thoſe knaviſh Tricks, 
thoſe under mining Arts which ſome make 
uſe of in Order to enrich themſelves. 
Your Aim ſhould be generous and brave, 
your Views ſublime and noble. The Glo- 
ry of GoD, and the Good of Souls, 
ſhould be the Mark at which you aim, all 
your Studies and Endeavours ſhould have 
a Subſerviency hereunto. 

4. Your ſhould be an Example of 
Temperance and ſtrict Sobriety. If you 
would be filled witb the Spirit, you mult 

not be drunk with Wine, wherein is Ex- ꝑphef. v. 

ceſs. It cannot reaſonably be ſuppoſed, 18. 
that that Body ſhould: be the Temple 
of the Horry GHOST, which is made 
uſe of only, or principally,. as a Tun 
to contain ſtrong Liquors. The Gar- 
ments- of the Prieſts, ſhould above all 
others, be kept unſpotted by the Fleſh. 


And thoſe Hands which attend at Gop's 
55 Altar, 


(6) 


Altar, ſhould, as far as i polſſible, be 


wafh'd in Innocence. Let no corrupt 
Communication proceed out of that 
Mouth which preaches the Everlaſting 
Goſpel. Thoſe Levities which ſeem ex- 
cufable in others, may yet be unbecom- 
ing the gravity of your Poſt, and Fun- 
ction. No double Entendres, nothing bor- 


dering upon Impurity, nothing that is 


ſhocking to Modefty and Good- man- 
ners, nothing that has a Tendency to 
Kindle a wanton Flame in the Breaffs of 
any, ſhould be ever noted in the Conver- 
ſation of a Miniſter. F 
5. Yor ſhould be exemplary in your 
Zeal and Concern: for Go 's Glory. 
Tis good to be zealouyſly affected whilſt in 
a good Thing. We ſhould contend earneſtly, 
when tis for the Fairh delivered to the 
Samts, and not for our own Conceits or 
Whimſies. You ſhould: not ſtand by as 
an unconcern'd Spectator, when the Ho- 
nour of your Great LORD is imme- 
diately concern'd. Your Zeal ſhould pro- 
yoke many, and your Fervency and Ar- 
dor in the Cauſe of JESUS, ſhould ftir 
up others to a noble Emulation of you. 
They who miniſter at Gop's Altar, 


_ - ſhould have their Hearts warm'd by the 


Pf. Ixix. 
9. 


Fire that is on it. The Zeal of Gop's 
Houſe ſhould eat gon up, as it did che Hal- 
miſt ; 1. e. your Time, your Thoughts, 
your Care. But give me leave to add 
one Caution, Let it not devour your 
Charity and good Temper. Tis true, 
your Zeal ought to be quality'd with 
iſdom and Diſcretion ; without this, 
*tis 


* 


9 


(7 
*ris a Wild-fire-that ſets botli Church ata 
State in a. Flame :- it d 8 bf Charity, 
conſecrates Cruelty, atid'"fers an; Edge 
upon all the ſavage Paſſions of the hu- 
man. Nature. Where there is N 
without Zeal, the Mind will be becalm'd,; 
and Zeal without Knowledge, is a Tem- 
. drives and toſſes 
Men againſt the Rocks, but when there 
is à happy Concurrence f theſe two, 
Four Paſſage to the everlaſting Harbour + 
Will be both ſafe and comfgrtable. Have 
a Care upon the whole, of carrying mo 
” Sail than Ballaſt, or ſuffering your Paſ- 
 fions and Affections to overtop your Judg- 
ment and Undeffasdingg EEE 
I hope I need not inſiſt much upon 
theſe great ſocial Virtues, Juſtice and 
Mercy. Let Conſeience rather than In- 
tereſt be the Rule and Meaſure of all 
our 1 And as for an 3 
Bounty, twill be expected both by GOD 
and gn 5 that, aceobdirgs to 500 Abi- 
lity, you ſhould be ready to diſtribute, and 
willing to communioate. Tan fhould not in- 
deed be influenc'd by a Principle of Oſten- 
tation and Vain-glory, as the hypocritical 
Phariſees of old were. However, our Light 
5 ſhould ſuane before Men, tho” it be not kifi- 
5 dled by a Coal taken from your own 
; Kitchin: And Men 9 your” good 
\ Works, that they may be induc q, not te 
magnify and applaud you, but 70 lah 
Gor. Tho' you ſhould nor ſound a Trum=- 
pet before you, when you do your Alms ; 
yet you ſhould think on, Minu, and pra- 
&iſe thoſe Things which are honourable, and 
oY. C of 


1 ; F 
« - - - 
PRs 


— — 


2 "= EIT <a, f 
—— — IVEY. * <4 > *% 8 £ V__ l 
— 5 


WE —— Wert —ꝛĩ 2 un 


| 
1 
z 
| 
i 
| 
1 
1 
1 


5 
i 
1 
0 
1 
7 
8 


(18) 
of good Report, Having hinted in what In- 
ane | uy ſhould ook to yourſelf and 
e Do oe nas | 
2. I come to the ſecond Thing inclu- BK ö 
ded in the Character of an Overſeer, and 
that is, to ſee to your People. And 
here J ¼ Cd. OLLR 
1. You ſhould ſee that the Ignorant be 
_ inſtructed ; The great End and Deſign 
of your Office, is, to open Mens Eyes, and 
to turn them from Darkneſs to Light. This 1s 
the End of Catechizing and Preaching. 
To promote this, your Sermons ſhould 
be all calculated. As to theſe, Regard. 
ſhould be had to their Style,” Matter, and 
| Manner of their Delivery. 
As for the Style of your Sermons, this 
ſhould not be mean, ſlovenly and gro- 
velling on the one Hand, nor airy and 
fantaſtick on the other. That Arrow which 
flies over the Head will never pierce: the 
Heart: And if your Expreſſions be un- 
intelligible, you have no Reaſon to ex- 
ect they ſhould be ever uſeful. Great 
welling Words, are by the Apoſtle called 
Words of Vanity; and they well deſerve. 
that Character, ſince they proceed from 
a vain. conceited Mind, and are uttered 
in vain and ro no Purpoſe, What the 
Eagle, in the Fable, ſaid of the Night- 
ingale, ſhould not be applied to your Ser- 
mons; that they are Von & preterea nibil; 
A Voice, and nothing elſe; a fine melo- 
dious Sound of Words, without any ſolid 
oubſtance to nouriſh and refreſh the Souls 
of thoſe that hear you, Your Buſineſs. is 
| * 1 
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not to tickle Mens itching Ears, but 
to awake their Conſcienges, and conyince 
their Judgments. Tour Style ſhould: be 
ſuch as becomes the Majeſty of that Perſon 
you repreſent, and the Importance of the 


— 


ruths which you deliver. 


” 4 > 


As for the Matter of your Sermons, I 
Sor ive. the weighty Matters of the Go- 
ſpel Repentance towards GoDp, and Faith 
in the Lord Jesus CHRIST, ought prin- 
cipally to be inſiſted on. Your Bulineſs 
js not to fill Mens Heads with nice and 
uſeleſs Speculations, but to inflame their 
Hearts with the Love of Piety and Ver- 
tue, and to enamour them of thoſe divine 
and Godlike Graces by which they may re- 
ſemble the glorious Author of their Beings. 
Not to make Men ſubtil Diſputants, but exact 
and holy Walkers. We read of fooliſh Que- , Tim. 
ftions that gender Strife; and theſe are bet- ji. 23. 
ter let alone than meddled with. To enter- 
tain your Auditory with puzzling and per- 
plexing Controverſies, without great Oc- 
caſion, is the Way to render them cenſo- 
rious and uncharitable, rather than uſeful 
and humble. Inſtead of Bread, tis to give 
them Stoned to throw at one another's 
Heads. And inſtead of Fiſhes, tis to fur- 
niſh them with Serpents, to hits, and ſting, 
and ſpit their Venom in one another's 
Faces. What little Advantage hath the 
Proteſtant Intereſt gain'd by thoſe eager 
flerce Diſputes which have been ſet on 
Foot, concerning the Divine Counſels 
and Decrees, which ſome have macſhall'd 
up with as much Exactneſs as if they had 
been Privy-Counſellors to the ALmIGaty, 
5 1 Whereas 
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Whereas feeret 5 belong” 10 Gor D., and 

revealed to ur and to bur Children. 
An h he, Who ſtudies the Decrees, more 
than the Commands of God, 1s, by 


an ingenious Author, very well com- 


ar'd to a Man, who walks Ning and 

azing at the Stars, but takes no Heed 
to his Steps, and o tumbles over Rocks 
and Precipices to his no ſmall Hurt and 
Danger. We ſhould inſiſt upon the great 
and — hty Matters of the Law „Faith, 1 
ment arid Mercy not on the nie, 3, Mint 
and Cumin, 'rhat- grow in our own are 


dens. I mean; thoſe Notions and o 


ceits which are the Product of our own 
Brain. { 9442 

As Regard ſhould be had to the Style 
end - Macter- of your Sermons,; ſo allo 
to the Manner of their Delivery : And 410 

© ſhould be with a becoming Energy an 
Vigour; Not that I would haye vou cla- 
morous and noiſy, as if, like the ancien 
Heathens, you expected to be heard. 5 
es much, or loud Speaking; 3: Or à8 
Lungs could give Force and, 
ficacy. to weak Arguments, How er, 
they ſnould be deliver'd with a becoming 
Pathos, and the lively Oracles ſhould not 
be atrer d in a dead and unaffecking Man- 
ner. 

2. VG U. mould in the next place ſee 
to it, that the Prophane and Vicious be. 
- reprov'd : Titus was requir'd by St. Faul, 
to rebuke ſharply, and with all Authority. And 
Timothy was directed to reprove thoſe that 
fim before all, "that others may fear. You 
ſhould be affable and courteous to = 

an 
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and yet not carry. our. 0 on plaiſance ſo 
far, as to admire, Mens Deformities, te 
compliment their Vices, or flatter . their 
Extravagancles.. An Ambaſſador, of the 
Prince & Peace ſhould not debale his Cha. 
racer ſo far as to mingle. with a dirty 
Rabble, when following. Vice with theit 
Huzzg's and Acclammatiens, becauſe. per- | 
haps it rides in Triumph, and is cloath'd 
in Scarlet. Thou ſhalt in any wiſe reprove Levit. 
i Brother, and not Ber Sin to reſt upon xix., 1. 
uty under the Law, 


im, And this was a Di 
and it is rather more, than leſs obligatory, 
under the Goſpel. Son of Man, ſays Gop, p,4 

T have made thee a Watchman unto the Houſe xiji. 17. . 


jt Urael,” hen J ſay to the Wicked, Thou ſhalt 


— 


arely die; and thou give him not Warning, that 
Aan ſhall die in his Iniquity ; but his Blood will 
Lrequire at thy. Hand. I own a conſiderable 
Meaſure both of Prudence and Courage 
is requiſite to the Diſcharge of this Du- 
* _ Regard ſhould be had co Time and 
deaſon, and, to the Quality of the Offen- 
der. bay Sant be. faithful without, being 
rude or ſaucy; and diſcharge your Duty 
to Mens Souls, without detracting from 
their Character, or denying them that 
Reſpect and Deference that is due to the 
Poſt. they fill, aud the Station they are 
in. Your. Reproof ſhould. be 3 
with ſo much Tenderneſs and Pity, that 
the offending Perſon may perceive, that : 
it proceeds from the Learnings of your "I 
Bowels, not from the overflowing of your 
Gall and Spleen. That your Deſign is to 
reform, not. to diſgrace, them ; to eſtabliſh 
their Faith and Virtne, not to under- 

mine 
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mine their Credit and Reputation. Re- 
proof is a bitter ſort of Pill; and to make 
it paſs more glibly down, it ſhould be 
ſugar'd over with the ſweeteſt and ten- 
 dereſt Expreſſions of Compaſſion. Like 
an excellent Oyl, it ſhould pierce the 
Heart, and not break the Head; convince 
the Judgment, and yet not irritate the 
Paſſions. You ſhould not daub with un- 
tempered Mortar, (as the Prophet calls it 
when Building for Eternity. Nor put ſoft 
Pillows under Peoples Elbows, when it 
will lull them into a mortal Lethargy.. 

- 3. SEE to it alſo, That the Erronious 
(if poſſible) be reclaim'd. That fuch . of 
your Flock as wander and ſtraggle into 
By-paths, be turn'd into the right Way. 
J have already given you my. s 
that Controverſy ſhould not be breught 
into the Pulpit without great Neceſfity 
But ſuch Neceſſity there ſometimes is. We 
are calld upon to hold faft the Form 0 
ſound Words, which is of Faith and Love in 
CyrIsT JEsus. The Immortality of the 
Soul, and a future State of Retribution ; 
the great Myſtery of Godlineſs, G 0 p, 
maniteſted in the Fleſh ; the Refurrection 
of the Body, and the like: Theſe are 
Truths of Importance, not tamely to be 
given up. We muſt not ſuffer this Trea- 
155 to be wreſted out of our Hands, if 
we are able to ſecure it. Orher Foundation 
can no Man lay than that which is already 
laid. But whilſt ſome build Gold and Sil- 
ver upon this Foundation, others take as 
much Pains to heap up Hay, Wood and 
Stubble. If a Diſpute becomes at any 
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Time neceſſary, it ſnould be manag'd with 
Decency and Calmneſs. The Wrath of 
Man worketh not the Righteouſneſs of 
G0 D. The Faith and Patience of the Saints 
are by the Apoſtle joyn'd together; and 
tis a thouſand” Pities they ſhould ever 
part Company. A Man may be: engag'd 
in a good Cauſe, and yet. loſe all the 
Glory and Merit of it by an unchriſtian 
Management. When Michael. diſputed 
with the Devil, he brought not up a- 
gainſt him a railing Accuſation. And ſhould | 
not we rather imitate the Example of 1 
an Angel, than lick up the Poiſon of 
the Old Serpent? If any Man be Fallen | 
(into a Sin or Error) they that are ſpiri- Gy vi. | 
tual - ſhould reſtore ſuch an one in the Spirit 1. 
of Meekneſ5. Soft Words and hard Argu- 
ments, are very well conſiſtent :with one 
another. Error may be ſtrangled with 
a ſilken Cord as well as one made of 
rougher and more coarſe Materials. Re- 
viling, Cenſuring, Railing and hard 
Names, may provoke Mens Paſſions, but 
not Convince their Judgments, TO in- 
{trutt with Meekneſs, is T am ſure the moſt 
Chriſtian, and I believe you will find it 
the moſt ſucceſsful, Merhod. | 
4. SEE that the Doubting be comfort- 
| ed and :ſupported. A faithful Shepherd 
þ neglects . not the Feeble of his Flock. 
God, for Reaſons infinitely wiſe, ſome- 
ä times permits the Children of Light to 
6 walk in uncomfortable Darkneſs. Thoſe 
Minds which have the Divine Image im- 
preſs'd upon them, are often full of per- 


plexing Doubts, and unreaſonable Fears. 
. - 'They 
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their P s, if you cowardly deſert yours. 
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They who are very ſafe, a0 blten faney 
themſelves in ithe x eateſt Danger. Your 
Buſineſs with ſuch, is to, xefolve their 
Doubts, to pour Oy 1- antgQtheir : Wounds, 
and uſe your ir beit 2 — that their 
Fears may be diſpell'd, and their Hopes 
Teviv'd ; that their feeble Hands may be 
ſtrengthen d, and their f nking Spirits 
rais'd ; that fo they may run and not be 
weary, and fight and not faint. - 
F. "SEE to chat: who ſtand ſtedfaſt that 
they be encourag'd : Excite them to Con- 
ſtancy and Perſeverance; and that by 
your. — as well as Counſel. You 
can't expect that they ſhould maintain 


The Devi Arcane enough, if he can 
but ſmite the Shepherd, the hee will be 
ſcatter d: And ſo they alſo will, if he 
can but intimidate, and make him fly. 
You are engag'd in a moſt glorious Cauſe, 
a Cauſe that will be finally ſucceſsful; 9 
this ſhould animate you againſt all the 
Difficulties you may meet with. Nou 
fight under his Banner, who is i 
ble. And with what Reſolution ſhould 
you. engage, when the Conqueſt is ſure, 
and — riumph will be ib 4: 
6. To what has been already faid, I 
beg Leave to mind you of — R _ 
you ought to have to your Condu 
the Adminiſtration of publick. — 5 
a partial Regard to the Man with a Gold e 
Ring and in ga Aatbing, was feverel 8154 
condemn'd by St. James, and 1 hope wi 2 
be never practic'd: by you. Do not fawu 
5 _ a wicked Man becauſe he is * 
nor 


KK 


or tra e ood Man becauſe he 
7 ni deck ous indeed ſhould be 
1 from the Vile; but you are to 
judge of this, not b the Largeneſs of 
their Coneribuzions, Out by the Regula- 
: 0! of their Lives. ; 
| ks Oh to 5 5 Publick Devotions * re- 
member that * u are the Peoples Mouth 
to Gon. Tour Expreſſions therefore 
| Mous be awfull and ſerious when ad- 
 dreis'd to the Supreme Ma jesTy. Be. 
not raſh with thy 4277. and let not thy Heart Eccl. v. 
be. ha 'y to utter any ng be ore GO D. 1 ah 
fer not the fo ag S ools to a BR- 
_ ING infinitely wiſe. You cannot be ig- 
norant how the Diſſenters have been 
miſrepreſented by ſome, as if their Pray- 
85 were for the moſt Part made up of 
Blaſphemy, Cant and Nonſence: The 
reateſt art of thoſe here preſent, can, 
poet nor, atteſt the Falſhood of ſuch an 
Accuſarion. However, fa, ef & ab Hoſt 
Loceri. We may be inſtructed by the 
umnies of our Adverſaries, as _ as Go 
Advices of our Friends. Their Readjneſs 
to throw this Dirt upon us, ſhould make 
We the more cautious and watciaful 8255 
we give them no juſt Occaſion to beſp: 
55 8 ur Prayers indeed ſhould pro- 
ceed from a broken Heart, but fhouid not 
themſelyes be immechodical, ; broken and 
EE: and. 
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III. HAvT * G apterr 'd to you, That 
your Character of an Overſeer, obliges you 
1 to ſee to yourſelf, and to. 2 Flock. I 
ih, s Leave to add, 9 engages you | 

to 


—²⁶ 


to look to your 8505 in Reſp 

your Bre ehren And Fellow; "Nlingfters Pl 
„ a 

pg HE AR aj, 1 9 flir Advice. 'Not 
that I would U call. any Man 
Maſter , „ or fun ea 155 "Into an Opi⸗ 
nion merely becauſe ti embrac d be 
ſuch or ſuch a great and g60d Man. 
pretend not to any Juriſdiction one 1595 
another. Howeve Multitude of Yeats 
ſhould teach Wiſdom; and there is ſome 
Deference que to the Gary Head. 

2. Pyr the moſt favourable Conſtru- 


Brethren, that the Nature of the Things 
will bear. There are ſome Crimes ſo hei- 
nous, and fome Errors fo enormous, that 
for the Honour of our Function, and the 
Good of Sonls, we ought to enter our 
Proteſt againft them. But as for the com- 
* Frailties of our Brethren, both Cha- 

rity and Prudence will oblige us rather 
to conceal, than inſult and triumph over 
them. Elias was a Man of like Paſſions 
with other Mortals. The brighteſt Lamps 
in Gop's Sanctuary have ſome Snuff in 
them. The Stars in the Church, like 
thoſe in the Firmament, have their Ma- 
culæ, their dark Spots, which diminiſh 


ſomething of their Luſtre: © We ſhould be 


therefore far from expoſing the Naked- 
neis of a- Father or à Brother to the 
Eyes of a cenſorious, malignant World: 
We ſhould rather hide and conceal thoſe 
ſmall Indecencies, which the Weakneſs 
of their Judgments, or the Violence of 
their 3 may berray them to. mg 
a 
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ction on the Words and Actions of your | 
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all- Things, we ſhould abhor the Thoughts 
bf.ceclipling anorhet's Fame that we ' our 


ſelyes may ſhine with the greater Luſtre. 
Where there is no Fault, do not make one; 
Where there is one, do not magnify it be- 
yvond its jaſt Bounds. Twas a generous 


Expreſſion of Conſtant ine the Great, That if 


he ſaw any Thing indecent by a Chriſtian 
Biſhop, he would coven it with his own Im- 
perial Robe ?; andhe acted ſuitable hereunto, 
When in the; Niceve Synod; the burnt thoſe 
ſeurrilous Invectives, without ſuffering em 
tobe read, Which ſome of the more paſſio- 
nate and leſs judicious Biſhops had fram'd 
in order to beſpatter one another. | 
3. MATINT ATN Peace with them, as 
far as it is conſiſtent with Truth and Ju- 
ſtice. Miniſters are, in à peculiar Man- 
ner, the Salt of - the Earth; and thoſe above - 


-all-others ſhould have Salt in themſelves, and 


Peace, one with another. Should the Miniſters 
of: the Goſpel pervert the End of their In- 
Atiturion ſo far, as to beat their Plough- 
ſhares into Swords, and their Pruning- 


Hooks into Spears, they may wound and 


4njure one another; but the Vineyard of 
Our LoRxD will remain uncultivated, and 
by Conſequence unfruitful. The Feuds 
arid: Animoſities between the Eaſtern and 

Meſtern Churches, did not a little facili- 
tate the Conqueſt of the Saracens and Turks, 
and :the erecting Mabometan Moſques up- 
on the Ruins of Cbriſtian Temples, If 


we bite and devour one another, this is the Gal v. 


ready way to be conſumed one of another. 

Tus have Þ hinted to you the im- 
portant Duties of your Function. That 
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you may be more fully inſtructed in, an! 


excited to the Performance of them, 1 


would recommend to your Peruſal, Mr . 


* 


Baxcer's 2 Nufer d wi ft UTE 


. - BEFORE | 
addreſs myſelf in a few; Words to the 


People here preſent, who have elected you 


to miniſter to them in. Holy Things. 51 


I. SET a due Value upon the Mer- 


eies and Privilege you enjoy. The Con- 
tinuance of Faithful Paſtors, is promiſed 
ſing. Tho' be LO R I give gau the Bread 


of :ffiitiion, and the Mater of Adverſfity ; yet 


ſhall not thy Teachers be removed into Corners 


any more; but thy Eyes ſhall bebold thy Teuch 


ers, and thy Ears ſhall hear a Voice bebind 
thee, ſaying, This is the Way, walk in it. 
And again, Il give you Paſtors accord- 
ing to my own Heart, who ſhall: feed you with 
Knowledge and Underſtanding. On the other 
Hand, the Removal of ſuch is threatn'd 
as a moſt tremendous. Judgment. Be- 
hold, the Day cometh ſaith the LorD, that 
T will ſend a Famine in the Land, not @ 
Famine of Bread, nor a Thirſt for Water, 
[the Provocations call for a Puniſhment 
more terrible, and more : ſevere than 


this:] But a Emine of bearing the Mord 


of the LoxD : "Twas a Saying of the Can- 
ſtantinapolitaus, in Reſpect to their famous 


Biſhop Chryſoſtors ; “ Better that the Sun 


* ſhould. be corn from its Orb than ob 
Cbryſeſtom be forc'd out of his Pulpit. 
Inis you'll ſay perhaps, was an Expreſſion 


of a very high Strain. But I may boldly 


lay, Iis better that your Eyes ſhould 
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conclude, give me Leave to 
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in their Holes, than chat eu aud 


not "iow the Things that maké fer y 
everlaſting. Peace, Better that tlie 


ſhould ffarve for Want of Bread, than . 1 


Scocul periſn for Want of Knowledge. Be 
thankful therefore to Almighty God, that 


iniſters in Pnlpits, that the Lines 
are fallen 1% 2 in pleaſant” Places, and. 1 
have bad 4 2 ly Herita 1 
2. TA Reproof Ahay, when there 
15 C Occaſion for it. Don't count him y 
Enemy, becauſe he tells you the Truth. 
Do not «feratch or ' bite the | friendly 
Hand that is ftrerch'd forth in order tb 
pull you as Firebrands out of the 'Burn- 
ing, or to hinder "uu u from Stabbing your 
Cönſciences, and wounding your own 
Souls. Twas a noble Kefolarion of rhe 


Royal Paimiff, Let the Righteous ' ſmite pf. U. 
e 21d e be "Rinſe; Let i. j. 


teprove- me,; © and it ſhall be an excellent Ont, 
"which ſhall nor break my Head. I ſhall be 
ſo far from reſenting it as an Injury, 
that I ſhall Eſteem it a convincing In- 


ſtance of real Friendſhip. Accordingly, 


when he was rebuk'd, with that Severit 
which he deſerv'd, upon the Account df 
his ſcandalous and foul” Miſcarriage in 
the Matter of Uriah, tho' Nathan was 
his own Subject and Servant, he did not 
entertain him, as the bluftring Hectors 
of the Age would probably have done, 
with a Frown 'or a Kick; and yet David 
was a Man of as much Courage and Va- 
tour as any of our — Jeroes can 
1 to. 5 | 
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poſtle Fauls deſire 
e New I. le- 
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reunity... 


gon ſerive rogerben. wit ith, ms. SF» gen Pra erg 


6h for he. Andi if . Perſpn / ſo emi- 
nent for Gifts And eg needed (the 
Aſſiſtance of good ea leis Prayers, how 
_ more. do. NED Ry whole, Corrs dene 
arg ſtronger, and Whole Graces are weaker 
and eat imperfect? Let himo therefore 
WhO peak S.t0 69; YA: 0 5 Name of the 
{ABD | be ren 1 5 you, When, A 
the. Throne 0 — in doing ſo 
e con ult e YO Cee kee 9 
2 His. t uo. 10h 10-03. iS „ 
am * ee Do and 
3 1 8 ode wit Ou 
ea ly. Ele, by ay e as. you may, by 
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55 EY candid Aa een of his; W Words and 
Actions, and. a 


ove all Things by your 

Proficiency in 25 ubſtantial Goo 1 85 and 

Jolid VI Face, ive. him no juit. ccalion 

to 90 lain that ſe labours in wain, a and 
N is Screpgrh for nothing. 

9 Je 5 might inſiſt 2 largely on each of 

of. theſe Partici but doubt not you 


i be more fu y inftructed in theſe and 


ther * 1 that worthy... Perſon 
Aer you * * hoſen to be — 5 Guide 
in ſpiritual Concerns. I ſhall , conclude 
what 1 Have, to ſa with, 2. few. good 
[Wiſhes for you. —_ him. 
Max his Lips _preſerve, Knowledge, 
Ros may you en 5 the Law at his 
ſourh. _ he be a burning. and ſhin- 
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in Ligh and may ou rejoice in his 
5 8 0 May Re bé uy, r e 
ing Cedar in Go p's. Lebanon, and may 
you ſitoutidef His ShaddwW]9 dee De- 
ht and W 2 he be a di- 
5 ent ah ithfül L. Mrer In 
5p Vineyard; and May you 
* phe ble Fruits Of TIT Ar 
your. Lives and Cohvefſations. In font 
ord, May he be an happy Iniffumene 
An Gop's Hand, to build Jou up in Ho- 
lineſs and Comfort” through Faith wy 
I Salvation; and may; you: 14. his 1 on Ane 
N of \Rejoycing 1 in the great 


* th 


dur LORD Theſ ſe, Sir, are Pd. affe 
| onate Beſires and hearty Prayers; to 
Which I. doubt not / but his: numerous 
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play 'd: In a Sermon preach'd at Exon, June Y 1718. 
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our Affairs at Home, conſider d and indeed In 
a Sermon preached Be t Exon, March 1. 1720. Price 44, 
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cCompleat Body of Practical NaN being a 
new Improvement of the 4/5; techiſm: 
Wherein the Truths. and Duties of Chriſtianity are 
| Ae the Conſcience in a moſt ſerioũs and pa- 
thetiek Manner: Written with a Deſign to revive 
dying Religion, in the 1 * and Cloſet, the Church 
and the * By the late Reverend Thongs 
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